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the ground." Quite so. And what would there be left of space if you took everything out of it, and what would become of time if nothing ever happened? In other words are not space and time merely forms of thought, the framework of ideas, and if so cannot we fix them over to suit our need of new conceptions? As a matter of fact we do. We have constructed by the aid of Euclid and his successors a geometry of three dimensions that works perfectly for all ordinary requirements and if we need a fottrth dimension to accommodate these new astronomical and physical phenomena we will build on the necessary addition to our conception of space. There was no use having a fourth dimension so long as we had nothing to put in it For ordinary earth measurements (geo-metry) such as laying out a town lot we only use two dimensions, length and breadth. We speak of " flat ground " and " water-level" regardless of the fact that all our " straight" lines on the earth's surface are really curves that come back to us after going 25,000 miles or less. It is only when measuring mile lengths that we have to correct for the curvature of the earth in the third dimension. So if, as seems probable, we shall have to make allowance in astronomical measurements for the curvature of the universe in a fourth dimension it will merely mean a little labor to the astronomers andee (that is, into the ofurth dimension). Cannot be pictured on paper, but may be indicated by four
